
Civic Imagination: Practicing Peace

What is Civic Imagination?
Civic imagination is the ability to imagine the world not only as it is, but as it could be—and then to act
in small, concrete ways toward that vision. It helps us move beyond fear, resignation, or polarization by
asking: What might peace look like if we truly believed it was possible?

Peace Is More Than the Absence of Violence
Peace is not only the absence of conflict or war. It is the presence of justice, right relationship, dignity,
and care for one another and for creation. Peace begins within hearts and communities and grows
outward into society.

Ways to Practice Peace Through Civic Imagination

● Pause and imagine: What would my school, neighborhood, or workplace look like if peace guided
every decision?

● Practice listening: Give full attention to someone whose experience or opinion differs from your
own.

● Choose nonviolence daily: Respond to frustration, disagreement, or fear with patience rather than
aggression.

● Strengthen community: Include those who feel overlooked or unheard; peace grows where
belonging is real.

● Care for creation: Acts of environmental responsibility are acts of peace for future generations.
● Practice forgiveness: Letting go of resentment opens space for healing and new relationships.
● Try a peace experiment: Imagine and commit to 24 hours without harsh words, insults, or

dismissive attitudes.

Reflection
Peace does not begin with governments or institutions alone—it begins with people who dare to
imagine something better and take the next faithful step. What is one small way you can practice peace
today?


